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FROM CHARLES WILKES
New York, 16 May, 1828
My dear Sir
I observe that LaVasseur has published or is about to
publish an account of LaFayette's visit to this country.
I should doubt the success of it very much, at least in
America—not that he will be wanting in praises, but
what can he know of us, seeing the country as he did,
perpetually in holiday clothes'? I have no doubt you are
perfectly right in what you say about the improved state
of liberties of France and these struggles shew indis-
putably, that they are learning the trade of politicians
and they will value what they gain the more, trifling as
each successive gain may be, by the efforts made, while the
constant discussion of the principles as well as practice
of a liberal and free government will more and more pre-
pare the public at large for the enjoyment and defence of
it when they do obtain it. I hope you think worse of Eng-
land than it deserves—I cannot believe that there is any
danger of a serious attempt on their constitution or that
the common people, except what arises from the burden
of taxation, have much to suffer.—To be sure that is, I
fear, a weighty exception.—Yet even in that respect in
my last hasty visit to that country, I saw little of distress
'among the people. It is true that compared to this happy
country, there is an immeasurable distance in the situa-
tion of the working class, as to the chance of raising them-
selves to better circumstances—any man here, with com-
mon industry and common capacity may, at the end of
every year, find himself more and more independent as to
money, while in England, in the lower classes, there is
little prospect of it—but as to being well fed and
cloathed, compare the English peasant with that of any

